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monitoring a variable-rate data communication channel to determine 
its signal-to-noise ratio 



determining a noise 
signal strength factor for 
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during a non- 
transmission period 
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signal strength factor for 
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determining the 
difference between the 
received signal strength 
factor and the noise 
signal strength factor, 
wherein the difference is 
a data signal strength 
factor 



determining the signal- 
to-noise ratio of the 
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communication channel 
from the data signal 
strength factor and the 
noise signal strength 
factor 



adjusting the data transmission rate of the variable rate data communication 
channel based on its signal-to-noise ratio 



comparing the signal-to-noise ratio of the variable rate data 
communication channel to a plurality of signal-to-noise ratio ranges 



selecting the signal-to-noise ratio range that encompasses the signal-to- 
noise ratio of the variable rate data communication channel 



setting the data transmission rate of the variable rate data communication 
channel to the specific data transmission rate associated with the selected 
signal-to-noise ratio range 



iteratively adjusting the data transmission rate of the variable rate data 
communication channel if the signal-to-noise ratio of the channel cannot 
be determined for a defined period of time 
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